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Deleting	text	messages	is	usually	a	straightforward	affair,	but	some	people	may	be	confused	about	(or	unaware	of)	the	different	ways	you	can	select	and	delete	text	messages	on	an	Android	device.	This	guide	shows	you	how.	The	following	instructions	cover	Google’s	Android	Messages	app	and	the	stock	app	that	comes	pre-installed	on	Samsung
phones.	We	also	show	how	to	delete	SMS	messages	in	Facebook	Messenger	if	you	set	it	as	your	default.	All	instructions	listed	below	show	how	to	delete	single	and	multiple	messages.	However,	if	you	accidentally	deleted	the	wrong	message(s),	we	suggest	a	few	tools	to	get	them	back.	Delete	an	individual	text	message	on	AndroidThis	applies	to
Google’s	Messages	app.	The	icon	has	lines	in	a	conversation	bubble.	Step	1:	Tap	to	open	Messages.	Step	2:	Tap	and	hold	on	the	message	you	want	to	be	deleted.	Tap	the	X	in	the	top	left	corner	if	you	marked	the	wrong	message,	or	tap	the	message	to	deselect.	Step	3:	Tap	the	trash	icon	located	in	the	top	right	corner.	Step	4:	Tap	Delete	in	the	pop-up
window	to	confirm.	Delete	an	individual	text	message	on	SamsungThis	applies	to	Samsung’s	stock	Messages	app	installed	on	its	phones.	The	icon	has	dots	in	a	conversation	bubble.	Step	1:	Tap	to	open	Messages.	Step	2:	Tap	and	hold	on	the	message	you	want	to	be	deleted.	Tap	it	again	to	deselect	it	if	you	marked	the	wrong	message.	Step	3:	Tap
Delete	located	on	the	slide-up	menu	at	the	bottom.	Step	4:	Tap	Delete	in	the	pop-up	window	to	confirm.	Delete	an	individual	text	message	on	Facebook	MessengerIf	you’re	using	Facebook’s	app	as	your	default	SMS	client,	you	can	filter	out	your	private	messages	by	tapping	the	SMS	button	in	the	app’s	search	bar,	leaving	only	SMS	messages	visible.
Tap	it	again	to	add	Facebook	messages	back	to	the	list.	Step	1:	Tap	to	open	Facebook	Messenger.	Step	2:	Tap	and	hold	on	the	message	you	want	to	be	deleted.	Step	3:	Tap	Delete	listed	on	the	pop-up	menu.	Unfortunately,	there’s	no	way	to	delete	multiple	messages	at	once	from	within	the	Messenger	app.	Delete	multiple	messages	at	once	on
AndroidThis	applies	to	Google’s	Messages	app.	The	icon	has	lines	in	a	conversation	bubble.	Step	1:	Tap	to	open	Messages.	Step	2:	Tap	and	hold	on	the	first	message	you	want	to	delete.	A	checkmark	should	appear	to	its	left.	Step	3:	Tap	on	all	other	messages	you	want	to	be	deleted.	Step	4:	Tap	Delete	located	on	the	slide-up	menu	at	the	bottom.	Step	5:
Tap	Delete	in	the	pop-up	window	to	confirm.	Delete	multiple	messages	at	once	on	SamsungThis	applies	to	Samsung’s	stock	Messages	app	installed	on	its	phones.	The	icon	has	dots	in	a	conversation	bubble.	Step	1:	Tap	to	open	Messages.	Step	2:	Tap	and	hold	on	the	first	message	you	want	to	delete.	A	checkmark	should	appear	to	its	left.	Step	3:	Tap	on
all	other	messages	you	want	to	be	deleted.	Step	4:	Tap	Delete	located	on	the	slide-up	menu	at	the	bottom.	Step	5:	Tap	Delete	in	the	pop-up	window	to	confirm.	Recovering	text	messagesIf	you	accidentally	deleted	texts	and	need	to	restore	them,	immediately	put	the	Android	device	into	airplane	mode.	This	prevents	further	changes	to	your	local	data,	in
this	case,	your	phone	overwriting	deleted	texts	with	new	ones.	After	that,	you	have	two	options.	Use	Google	DriveOne	way	to	restore	deleted	messages	is	to	reset	the	phone	to	its	factory	defaults	and	then	restore	it	with	a	backup	saved	on	Google	Drive.	However,	you	need	to	check	this	backup	first	and	make	sure	it	wasn’t	saved	after	you	deleted	the
texts.	If	it	was	saved	after	the	deletion,	there’s	no	reason	to	take	this	route.	If	you	haven’t	backed	up	to	Google	Drive,	skip	this	section	altogether.	Step	1:	Tap	to	open	Google	Drive.	Step	2:	Tap	the	three-line	“hamburger”	icon	located	in	the	top	left	corner.	Step	3:	Tap	Backups	listed	on	the	roll-out	menu.	Step	4:	Tap	Backup,	listed	under	This	Device.
On	this	screen,	you	should	see	an	SMS	entry.	If	it’s	dated	before	you	deleted	the	texts,	then	you	can	use	it	to	restore	your	deleted	texts.	This	is	an	extreme	option,	however,	but	the	only	one	outside	of	using	third-party	software.	Use	third-party	softwareHere	are	a	few	suggestions	that	work	well	in	retrieving	deleted	texts.	Android	Data	Recovery
($50)This	is	one	of	the	more	popular	tools	in	recovering	data	from	an	Android	phone,	including	text	messages.	Available	for	Windows	10	and	MacOS,	this	desktop	software	will	scan	all	deleted	items	and	present	a	list	of	data	you	can	pick	and	choose	to	recover.	It	even	retrieves	deleted	photos,	videos,	messages,	and	photos	delivered	through
WhatsApp.	Android	Recovery	Wondershare	Dr.Fone	($70+)This	restoration	tool	supports	the	most	modern	Android	devices.	You	can	also	download	and	install	the	application	on	both	MacOS	and	Windows-based	devices.	This	program	will	enable	you	to	promptly	retrieve	text	messages,	images,	videos,	and	even	information	from	third-party	apps	like
WhatsApp	and	others.	In	addition,	it	can	help	you	to	collect	lost	files	from	your	device,	resulting	from	a	system	failure,	rooting	error,	and	many	more	unfortunate	situations.	Wondershare	FonePaw	($49+)This	specific	software	will	allow	you	to	recover	information	from	machines	operating	on	the	latest	version	of	Android,	all	the	way	back	to	the	ancient
Android	2.1.	It’s	compatible	with	all	the	most	popular	brands	and	will	also	assist	you	in	recovering	many	different	types	of	data,	from	text	messages	and	contacts	to	images,	media,	and	documents.	It	can	even	retrieve	WhatsApp	data.	The	restoration	consists	of	internal	storage,	as	well	as	SD	cards	and	SIM	cards.	Fonepaw	SMS	Backup	&	Restore
(Free)To	protect	your	text	messages	and	make	sure	they’re	secure,	you	must	have	an	application	that	produces	backups	of	your	texts.	If	you	regularly	create	backups,	then	you’re	one	of	the	fortunate	ones.	This	application	will	allow	you	to	save	texts	and	call	records.	It	runs	on	devices	with	the	Android	4.0.3	version	or	above	and	is	extremely	easy	to
use,	permitting	you	to	back	up	to	Google	Drive	or	Dropbox.	Google	PlayStore	Editors'	Recommendations	By	B.	Ellen	von	Oostenburg	Computer	disasters	happen	all	the	time.	One	of	the	worst	ones	is	losing	priceless	MySpace	photos	from	a	profile	that	have	been	deleted	due	to	a	computer	crashing.	The	best	way	to	prevent	this	from	happening	is	to
always	back	up	image	files	on	a	data	CD	or	flash	drive.	But	hindsight	is	always	20/20.	Reading	this	probably	means	it's	too	late	for	that.	There	are	still	a	few	things	that	can	be	done	to	find	the	lost	photos.	Immediately	contact	MySpace	"Help"	to	see	if	the	site	can	find	any	or	all	of	the	deleted	photos	(see	resource	link	below).	If	possible,	try	to	talk	to	a
"real"	person	through	an	online	chat	or	telephone.	Be	prepared	with	a	list	of	specific	questions	and	answer	tech	support	questions	as	clearly	as	possible.	You	can	also	take	the	following	actions.	Contact	family	members	who	may	have	saved	photos	or	printed	them	out.	Contact	MySpace	friends	who	may	have	tagged	the	photos.	If	so,	the	images	may
still	be	in	the	tagged	photos	file	in	their	"Pic"	section	of	their	profile.	Review	"Comment"	pages	of	MySpace	friends	on	which	photos	may	have	been	posted	and	make	copies	from	them	if	found.	This	may	be	a	"long	shot"	if	the	entire	profile	is	lost,	because	the	Pic	section	of	the	profile	acts	as	a	holding	source	for	the	friend's	Comment	page	photos.
Research	file	recovery	disks	and	purchase	if	applicable.	Former	MySpace	member	"Mr.Rick,"	whose	photos	were	deleted	when	his	computer	crashed,	used	a	recovery	disk	as	part	of	his	efforts	to	retrieve	his	files:	"I	found	a	cache	on	Google,	but	it	only	has	the	front	page.	Paid	for	an	application	called	Recover	My	Files,	which	recovered	some	photos
but	not	all	photos."	If	the	crashed	computer	drive	is	accessible,	try	running	a	search	for	the	lost	photos	to	see	if	they	can	be	recovered	from	the	hard	drive	(see	video	tutorial	in	Resources).	Check	to	see	if	any	of	the	photos	were	sent	to	an	online	printing	company	such	as	winkflash.com	to	see	if	they	still	have	the	photos	in	their	files.	It	is	now	possible
to	recover	deleted	stories	and	posts	on	Instagram	as	the	Meta-owned	social	media	platform	has	introduced	a	feature	that	allows	users	to	review	and	recover	deleted	stories	and	posts	within	24	hours.	Users	can	also	recover	permanent	posted	or	archived	stories	within	30	days	of	deleting	them.	Instagram	has	created	a	new	option	under	this	new
feature	which	is	known	as	the	‘Recently	Deleted’	folder.	You	can	find	the	deleted	posts	in	the	recently	deleted	folder	of	Instagram	for	30	days,	even	if	you	delete	one	of	your	posts.	You	can	either	recover	the	post	or	can	permanently	delete	it	within	the	time	period	of	one	month.	All	photos,	videos,	IGTV	videos,	reels	and	stories	that	you	delete	from	the
app	will	be	moved	to	the	Recently	Deleted	folder	for	you	to	access	the	deleted	content	later	at	your	discretion.	Here	are	the	steps	to	guide	you	to	recover	deleted	posts	and	stories	on	Instagram.1.Open	the	Instagram	app	and	go	to	your	profile2.Click	on	the	menu	icon	that	looks	like	a	hamburger	and	is	present	on	the	top	right	corner	of	the
screen4.Select	the	Account	option	from	the	Settings	menu5.Click	on	the	Recently	Deleted	option	and	it	will	show	all	the	content	that	you	have	deleted	recently6.Tap	on	the	post	that	you	wish	to	recover7.Click	on	the	three-dot	icon	at	the	top8.Select	from	the	options	that	will	either	permanently	delete	or	recover	the	post.	Click	on	recover	to	restore	the
post9.To	restore	deleted	posts	you	have	to	verify	for	security	by	using	an	OTP	that	you	will	receive	on	your	phone	number	or	email	id10.Enter	the	OTP	and	tap	confirm	to	restore	the	deleted	postFacebookTwitterLinkedin	Did	you	accidentally	delete	a	whole	folder	of	photos	from	your	Android	phone?	Are	you	looking	for	a	way	to	undo	it	all?	Well,	you’re
in	luck.	Follow	the	steps	below	and	hopefully	you’ll	be	able	to	access	your	precious	pictures	or	videos	again.	Unforunately,	no	folder	is	safe	from	deletion.	You	can	accidentally	erase	any	type	of	content	–	be	it	images,	videos,	PDFs,	etc.	without	notice.	The	main	thing	to	remember	is	that	time	is	of	the	essence.	You	need	to	try	to	restore	your	data	ASAP
so	that	it	doesn’t	get	overwritten	by	something	else.	Understanding	Folders	It’s	not	always	the	user’s	fault	though.	You	can	lose	folders	from	corrupt	SD	cards	or	unexpectedly	crashing	phones.	Fortunately,	modern	devices	have	built-in	features	that	enable	data	recovery.	That	means	there	are	ways	to	recover	lost	files	you	might	otherwise	think	are
deleted	forever.	While	trying	the	options	below,	try	not	to	use	your	phone	as	much	as	possible.	Hidden	Folders	Firstly,	are	you	sure	you	lost	your	files?	There	is	a	feature	that	lets	users	hide	folders	for	security	reasons.	You	may	have	unwittingly	enabled	that	option.	To	find	hidden	folders,	follow	the	steps	below:	Go	to	File	Manager.	Tap	Menu	>
Settings.	Go	to	Advanced.	Tap	Show	Hidden	Files.	Cloud	Recovery	It’s	possible	you	might	have	cloud	backup	enabled	in	the	background.	There’s	a	chance	you	subscribed	to	cloud	storage	solutions	like	Google	Photos,	OneDrive,	or	Dropbox	running	in	the	background.	Without	you	knowing,	your	device	automatically	saved	the	files	to	your	account
online!	Even	though	your	files	are	no	longer	available	on	your	mobile	device,	you	can	access	copies	of	these	by	logging	into	your	cloud	account.	In	Google	Photos,	for	example,	you	can	check	the	trash	folder	for	images	that	are	not	supposed	to	be	there	and	return	them	to	their	proper	place.	Tap	the	hamburger	menu	icon	near	the	search	bar.Go	to
Trash.Select	the	images	you	want	to	recover	then	tap	Restore.	Items	in	the	Trash	folder	will	be	deleted	permanently	after	60	days.	SD	Card	If	you	don’t	have	cloud	storage,	digging	through	your	SD	card	might	be	your	next	best	bet.	That	is	assuming	you	saved	your	files	on	an	SD	card.	For	this	method	to	work,	you	will	need	to	connect	your	phone	to	a
desktop	or	laptop.	You	will	also	need	to	download	and	install	a	data	recovery	program.	Troubleshooting	Corrupted	SD	Cards	There	are	many	data	recovery	software	solutions	out	there.	You	will	need	to	do	some	research	and	make	sure	the	tool	you	use	is	trustworthy,	easy-to-use,	and	effective.	Check	out	our	video	on	YouTube	above	and	check	out
some	of	our	other	posts	here:	5	Photos	Recovery	Tools	Tested	and	Reviewed	How	to	Recover	Accidentally	Deleted	Files	It’s	just	as	important	to	manage	expectations.	There’s	no	guarantee	that	lost	data	will	be	recovered.	Rooting	an	Android	Phone	Rooting	an	Android	phone	is	not	the	ideal	solution	for	average	users.	But	if	you	saved	all	your	files
directly	on	your	phone	and	not	a	memory	card,	this	may	be	the	only	solution	left.	There	are	risks	—	the	least	of	which	is	voiding	the	warranty	of	your	device.	However,	recovering	data	from	the	phone	itself	requires	root	access.	But	if	you’re	up	for	it,	rooting	isn’t	a	difficult	process.	It	can	even	unlock	other	phone	features	that	you	might	find	interesting.
We	have	written	several	articles	how	to	root	Android	phones,	so	please	check	them	out	depending	on	your	device:	How	To	Root	a	Nexus	5,	5X,	6,	6P,	&	7	How	To	Root	a	Pixel	XL,	2,	2XL,	3,	&	3XL	How	To	Root	a	Galaxy	S5,	S6,	S7,	S8,	S9	&	S10	Prevention	The	best	way	to	avoid	any	inconvenience	is	preparation.	Android	device	users	have	no	excuse	to
not	use	Google	Photos,	Dropbox,	or	any	other	cloud	storage	app.	Check	out	our	article	on	how	to	store	all	your	photos	and	videos	in	the	cloud.	While	free	versions	have	limitations,	they	are	enough	for	the	average	user.	Any	solution	is	better	than	no	solution.	Other	Data	Recovery	Solutions	If	nothing	above	helped	you,	the	only	other	options	you	have
are	free	and	paid	data	recovery	programs.	If	you’re	using	an	Android	device,	your	best	bet	is	to	first	try	some	data	recovery	apps	from	the	Google	Play	Store.	These	apps	can	scan	your	SD	card	or	Android	internal	storage	and	try	to	find	any	lost	files.	Make	sure	to	pick	an	app	that’s	been	downloaded	over	500K	times	and	has	over	a	4.0	star	rating.	If	an
app	doesn’t	work,	there	are	some	paid	third-party	programs	out	there	that	you	can	try	like	FoneDog,	File-Recovery.com,	and	Remo	Software.	If	they	do	have	free	versions,	they	normally	will	only	allow	you	to	recover	a	few	files	as	proof	that	they	can	work	in	your	situation.
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